GUN PLAIN TOWNSHIP
Zoning Board Of Appeals
Minutes of January 10, 2023

ZBA Members Present: Sullivan, Kopka, Joslin & Bennick
Mike Vandenberg, Gun Plain Township Supervisor

ZBA Members not Present: Oosting

Applicants Present: Scott & Karen Vendenboss, & their attorney, Jake Eccleston
of Kreis, Enderle, Hudgins & Borsos, Attorneys

Meeting Called to Order by Vice-Chairman Sullivan @ 7:00PM EST

Introduction of ZBA Board Members: The four members present introduced
themselves.

Approval of December 6, 2022 Minutes: Motion made by Kopka to approve,
seconded by Bennick. Motion carried.

Meeting opened to Public Comment:
No Public Comment.

Agenda Item: Sullivan read the request from Scott Vandenboss, 133 South Lake
Doster Drive, Plainwell, Michigan for a request to waive the 365 day requirement and
fee to refile for a variance from the 7 foot side yard required minimum set backto a 3
foot wide side yard setback in LR (Lake Residential District). Parcel #03-08-460-065-
00 :

Sullivan reading from the Ordinance language explained that “if the ZBA denies a
request for a variance, the decision of the ZBA shall not be subject to reconsideration for
a period of 365 days, whereupon the applicant may submit a new application for the
variance. However, the ZBA may waive the one year period if conditions upon which
their original decision was made change, or if information relating to their original
decision are found to be incorrect or inaccurate”.

Privilege of the Floor Given to Applicant Attorney:

Mr. Jake Eccleston of Kreis, Enderle, Hudgins & Borsos moved to the podium and
indicated that his client has filed for an appeal of the November 1, 2022 variance request
denial decision, with the Allegan County Circuit Court and further indicated that they
have three issues which were related to original and/or incorrect/inaccurate
information: (1) presence of a berm preventing Emergency Vehicle transit, (2) Lake
Doster Lake Association (Restricted Community) restrictions regarding accessory
structures and (3) context of new or original information that is inaccurate.

Vice Chairman Sullivan reiterated that the issue at hand is directly, and only, related to
the “setback from the property lines” as defined in the Township ordinances and not the




Lake Doster Lake Association Restrictions which do, in fact, allow shed-type structures
under certain conditions. With no further comment from the Applicants, Sullivan then
called for discussion and vote from the ZBA members and one member indicated that he
would be in favor of relaxing the current 365 day/$350 fee and made said motion as

follows:
Motion to Relax the 365 day/$350 Fee by Kopka: This motion failed as it did not

get a second.

Motion was then made to Deny a Waiver of the 365 day/$350 Fee
Requirement: Made by Joslin and seconded by Bennick. Passed 3-1

Motion to Adjourn the Meeting: Made by Joslin, seconded by Kopka, Passed 4-0

Meeting was adjourned at 7.34 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
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